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The investments in distribution and feeder cables and the digital loop carrier systems
typically represent the majority of the investment in loop plant. Several other important
loop components that are included in SLCS are:

Premises termination equipment (NID, drop cable, and terminal). Investments are
computed for the network interface device, drop cables, and terminals. The
investment include labor costs for installing the equipment and cable splicing.

Feeder distribution inteiface (FDI). The FDI investment represents the cost of
the cabinet, equipment, and labor to provide the cross-connect point between the
feeder and distribution cable.

Feeder stub. Investments for the-feeder stub are based on the average feeder stub
length and the installed cost/pair-foot.

Main Distribution Frame Stringer. Frame stringer investments include the cost of
a protector unit and a protector block, the frame and lighting, the riser cable, and
installation labor.

3.0 SLCS Input and Output

This section describes input data required by SLCS and the SLCS cost output information
found in the Expanded Summary

Section 3.1 outlines in detail the user input, and yearly input worksheets, respectively.
Input data consists of various cost drivers such as, material and equipment prices, labor
rates, and fill factors. Cost output information, which is compiled in the Expanded
Summary worksheet, is described in Section 3.2.

3.1 Input Data

As mentioned above, input for SLCS resides in two Excel® worksheets. The User Inputs
worksheet assembles the inputs that vary from study to study. The Yearly Input
worksheet includes information that is constant for every study and are updated annually
or when necessary. Section 3.1.1 will define all user inputs and section 3.1.2 will define
all yearly inputs.

3.1.1 User Input

This worksheet identifies the components of the cost study that vary from study to study.
Figure 7 is a visual of how the User Inputs worksheet looks.
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Figure 7 - User Inputs
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General
• Loop type defines the type of loop being studied; e.g., 2-wire 8dB or BRI.
• State refers to the state or jurisdiction that is being studied.
• Study area is often referred to as zones (see footnote 3). The study area can

also be the whole state or perhaps some other defined region.
• Study names describe the state, loop type, study area, and year. For example,

MOxDSL2wZI 2001 describes a Missouri 2-wire xDSL study done during
the year 2001 for zone number 1.

• Planning period identifies the time frame that the study uses. Unless
otherwise noted, the planning period is four years.

Percent Utilization (Fill Factors)
• DLCfill accounts for unused digital loop carrier equipment and is applied in

the Digital Loop Carrier System sheet.
• Distribution fill is used in the Copper Cable Unit Investment sheets to

account for spare copper cable capacity in the distribution.
• Copper feeder fill is use in the Copper Cable Unit Investment sheets to

account for the spare copper cable capacity in the feeder.
• Feeder Stub fill is used in the Feeder Stub Investment development to

account for spare feeder stub.
• Fiber fill is used in the Fiber Unit Investment sheet to account for spare

fiber capacity.

DLe and MDF Termination
• Fiber Size used can be 24, 48, 216 fibers per cable. The fiber size is

generally determined by the study area.
• Percent non-integrated DLC~ when applicable, is used to determine the ratio

of those loops that utilize a DLC termination verses loops that use
conventional frames termination.

• Percent Copper Feeder represents the percent of the feeder that is copper
and is taken forward to the Expanded Summary to identify the percent
occurrence that copper feeder occurs in an average loop.

• Percent Fiber Feeder represents the percent of the feeder that is fiber and is
also taken forward to the Expanded Summary to identify the percent
occurrence that fiber feeder occurs in an average loop.

Premise Termination
• Percent Residential Premise Termination represents the percent of the

customers that are residential. Residential premise termination consists of
different equipment then business termination.

• Percent Business Premise Termination represents the percent of the
customers that are business. Business premise termination consists of
different equipment then residential termination.

• Percent Aerial Premise Termination is the percentage of aerial cable that
feeds the premise termination.
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• Percent Buried Premise Termination is the percentage of buried cable that
feeds the premise termination.

Sample Data
• Avg. Feeder Stub Length is the average of the feeder stub lengths taken from

a sample of fiber feeder cable. The average is used in the Expanded
Summary as the quantity of feeder stubs.

• Samples files identify the Microsoft Excel file that contains the various cable
samples that are extracted from the LEIS database. Copper and fiber feeder
and distribution each have their own files that SLCS pulls data from. These
files help develop the average loop lengths.

• Sample Quantity identifies the number of loops in a sample.

Network Characteristics
• Crossover length6 is used in conjunction with the loop sample for

determining average loop lengths of fiber feeder and copper feeder.
• FDI connections identify the total quantity of feeder and distribution

connections. Typically, SLCS assumes one feeder pair going in and two
distribution pairs going out giving a total of three FDI connections.

• Ohms for copper feeder describes the resistance or ohms of the loop design
limit. The design limit can either be 900 or 1500 ohms.

• Ohms for distribution is also the resistance associated with the loop design.
• Percent fiber underground is the percent of the fiber in the study that is

underground. This percentage is used as the fiber cable mix for a given
study. Percent fiber underground, buried and aerial summed equals 100%.

• Percent fiber buried is the percent of the fiber in the study that is buried.
This percentage is used as the fiber cable mix for a given study. Percent
fiber underground, buried and aerial summed equals 100%.

• Percent Fiber Aerial is the percent of the fiber in the study that is aerial.
This percentage is used as the fiber cable mix for a given study. Percent
fiber underground, buried and aerial summed equals 100%.

Pole Input
• Pole Factor indicates if the cost study is to include a pole factor (Y for yes it

is included and N for no it is not included). When a pole factor is used in a
study, the pole factor value is populated and represents a current ratio of
pole investment to aerial cable investment.

Conduit Input
• Conduit Input indicates if the cost study is to include a conduit factor (Y for

yes it is included and N for no it is not included). When a conduit factor is
used in a study, the conduit factor value is populated and represents a
current ratio of conduit investment to underground cable investment.

6 When the feeder cable length exceeds a certain crossover point or threshold, fiber cable and digital loop
carrier system is are assumed in the total loop length as the most efficient loop design.
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3.1.2 Yearly Inputs

Version 1.0

Labor Rates
These are the labor rates charged by independent contractors for placing drop
wire. They are also the SBC Group 1 Craft rates used to calculate the placement
of the Frame Stringer assemblies. See appendix A for a more detail description of
how labor rates are developed.

Premises Termination
The data listed in this block pertains to the material unit costs and the times
necessary for placing the Premises Termination components.

Frame Stringer for Copper and DLC
This information pertains to the matefial costs associated with the frame stringer
assembly. Also included are the labor hours necessary for placing the protector
block and riser cable.

Fiber Cable
This section contains the broadgauge costs associated with underground and
buried cable. Broadgauge costs come from a state specific Broadgauge Unit
Investment Binder? The costs are displayed by fiber size and are used in the
development of the fiber cable investments.

FDI Quantity
This section lists the number of the various sizes of Feeder Distribution Interfaces
(FDI) that are in service. This data is used to calculate the percent of occurrence
of each FDI size and to estimate the quantity and sizes of placed feeder cable.
This information is obtained from company inventory databases.

FDI Cost
This section lists the investment of each type of FDI used by SBC.
These investments are obtained from the state specific Broadgauge Unit
Investment Binder.

Business Premises Terminal Fill Rates
This section lists the optimal utilization for a business premises terminal.

Business Premises Terminal
This section lists the investments for business premises terminals by block size.
These cost are obtained from the state specific Broadgauge Unit Investment
Binder.

Business Premises Terminal Lines in Service
This is the number of business premises terminal lines in service for each block
size.

7 BroadGauge Unit Investment Binder is an engineering estimating tool that contains material costs that are
taken from purchase invoices. Throughout this document when "broadgauge" or "broadgauge costs," are
mentioned, it is referring to this binder.
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Building Cable
This section lists the investment of building cable by cable size. These
investments are obtained from the state specific Broadgauge Unit Investment
Binder.

DLC - Remote Terminal Common -
This block contains the material investments and their quanities by part type and
number, for provisioning one DLC system.

DLC - RT Channel Units
This block contains the material investments, by part type and number, for the
plug in circuit cards. These cards, depending on the service type being studied,
are plugged into the DLC.

DLC - Central Office Terminal Common
This block contains the material investments and their quantities, by part type and
number, that are necessary to equip a central office tenninal (COT) with a digital
loop carrier.

DLC - COT Channel Units
This block contains the material investments, by part type and number, for the
plug in circuit cards. These cards, depending on the service type being studied,
are plugged into the DLC.

Miscellaneous
This section includes Sales Tax, the Power Factor and the Building Factor. These
factors are applied against equipment investment when the cost associated with
each factor is considered a direct cost and when it is appropriate for application.
Sales Tax, when applied, adds to the investment the appropriate state specific
sales tax, when the investment input does not already include sales tax. The
Power and Building Factors are applied when the investment being studied is
located in a SBC-owned building, uses power and occupies building space. A
separate building factor is identified to account for buildings associated with DLC
equipment and building associated with frame equipment. Innerduct8 cost per
foot adders are included when figuring buried and underground cable
investments.

The Engineered, Furnished & Installed (E, F&I) percentages are used to
determine the cost associated with installing 257C and 357C circuit equipment.
The factors are provided by the PICSIDCPR organization and are a ratio of total
in-placed equipment investment over total equipment material investment.

8 Innerduct is a nonmetallic raceway that loosely holds telephone cable and is similar to conduit but is
typically larger.
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Cost Factors
This section includes the annual cost factors, by account code, used to calculate
the annual recurring cost associated with each component of the loop. The loop
costing system applies the individual factors against the appropriate investment
for the particular account code. See appendix A for a more detail description of
how labor rates are developed.

Inflation Factors
This section includes the factors necessary to inflate and levelize the cost over the
proposed planning period of the study. Generally, SLCS studies are developed
using a four year time period, meaning levelization is an average over the four
year period.

Copper Cable Costs
This section contains the broadgauge costs associated with aerial, buried and
underground cable. The costs are displayed by cable size and gauge and are used
in the development of the copper cable investments for the copper-based facilities.
The cable investments are taken from the latest available state specific
Broadgauge Unit Investment Binder.

Copper Cable Lengths (Feeder + Distribution)
This section represents the total copper sheath feet of feeder cable plus
distribution cable by cable size, gauge and type. This data is used to calculate the
weightings for each cable size by type and construction type for distribution
cable. This information is obtained from company inventory databases.

3.2 SLCS Cost Output

SLCS brings forward all of the unit investments to the Expanded Summary worksheet
where it applies unit quantity, percent occurrence and annual cost factors. These results
are then divided by 12 to derive a monthly cost. Finally, the loop component costs are
summarized at the bottom of the worksheet.

The following sections describe of the individual loop component calculations associated
with the Expanded Summary. Annual factors are identified in the Annual Cost Factor
worksheet of the cost system and described in detail in Appendix A. Unless otherwise
stated, material costs are taken from broadgauge.

3.2.1 Premises Termination - Expanded Summary

Premises termination consists of the network interface device (NID) or building terminal,
a drop cable and terminal (located near the customer's premises).

Aerial Service Wire: Unit Investments for this component, identified per pair under
account 622C, are brought forward from the premises termination investment worksheets.
The unit investment is multiplied by the quantity required and the percent occurrence
rate. The resulting Investment per Loop is multiplied by the annual cost factor and
divided by 12 to obtain a monthly cost.
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Buried Service Wire: The steps for these calculations are the same as those for the
SinglelMulti Line Aerial Service Wire tennination. However, for buried service wire
tennination, account 645C infonnation is applied.

Building Entrance Facility: The steps for these calculations are the same as those for the
SinglelMulti Line Aerial Service Wire tennination. However, for building entrance
facility tennination, account 12C infonnation is applied.

Figure 8 - Premises Termination - Expanded Summary
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3.2.2 Distribution Cable - Expanded Summary

Distribution cable is the copper cable that runs from the feeder distribution interface to
the tenninallocated near the customer's premises.

Copper: Unit investments in copper cable, including accounts in aerial (22C), buried
(45C) and underground (5C) for the four common gauges, 19, 22, 24 and 26, are
calculated on a pair-foot unit basis and brought forward to the expanded summary from
the Cable Unit Investment worksheets (Average Unit Investment). The pair-foot unit
investment is multiplied by the average total pair-feet of distribution cable from the
Copper Distribution Lengths worksheet and then multiplied by the percent occurrence of
copper cable in the distribution. The resulting Investment per Loop is multiplied by the
annual cost factor and divided by 12 to result in a monthly cost. These calculations are
made for each account and gauge.

Figure 9 - Distribution Cable - Expanded Summary
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Poles and Conduit: Typically, separate pole and conduit studies are conducted wherein
factors are developed using company accounting records. Within these studies, recent
annual pole (or conduit) expenses that have been incurred by the company relative to the
annual aerial (or underground) cable expenses are determined. This ratio comprises the
pole and conduit factors.

3.2.3 Feeder Distribution Interface (FDI) - Expanded Summary

The feeder distribution interface is the "cross-connection" terminal connecting the feeder
plant (described later) from the serving central office to the distribution cable just
described.

The number of FDIs in service is determined from company Loop Engineering
Information System (LEIS) data. LEIS is a company database that provides an inventory
of loop plant.

Feeder Distribution Interface: The unit investment for the Feeder Distribution Interface,
account 45C, is brought forward from the FDI worksheet to the expanded summary
worksheet and is provided on a per-connection unit basis. The unit investment is
multiplied first by a quantity of 3 (6 for 4-wire) representing the number of incoming and
outgoing terminations required for the loop and secondly by the percentage of FDIs that
are required (percent occurrence). This resulting Investment per Loop is multiplied by
the annual cost factor and divided by 12 to calculate the monthly cost.

Figure 10 - Feeder Distribution Interface (FDI) - Expanded Summary
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3.2.4 Feeder - Expanded Summary

The feeder cable is the portion of the loop that runs from the serving central office to the
feeder-distribution interface. Feeder plant can be comprised of either copper or fiber
cables. If comprised of fiber cable, digital loop carrier (DLC) systems are used. (These
DLC systems are also called Pair Gain systems.) Within the study, DLC/fiber system
costs are determined separately from the copper-only feeder system costs, and the results
of each are blended according to their forward-looking weighting, for the final results.

Copper Cable (Aerial, Buried and Underground): Copper cable unit investments,
including accounts for aerial (22C), buried (45C) and underground (5C), for the four
common gauges, 19, 22, 24 and 26, are calculated on a pair-foot unit basis in the Cable
Unit Investment worksheets (Average Unit Investment). This unit investment for the
cable is multiplied by the quantity from the Copper Feeder Length worksheet and then
multiplied by the percent occurrence (versus fiber). The resulting Investment per Loop is
multiplied by the annual cost factor and divided by 12 to compute the monthly cost.
Similar calculations are made for each type and gauge of feeder cable.
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The copper cable material costs are taken from the Broadgauge. Broadgauge is an
engineering estimating tool that contains material costs that are taken from purchase
invoices.

Poles and Conduit: Same as previously mentioned above.

Digital Loop Carrier System: For these studies, when loop feeder cable lengths exceed a
certain threshold, a DLC system with fiber feeder cable is assumed to be used as the
forward-looking loop design. The DLC pair gain system requires circuit equipment
located in the field, referred to as remote terminal (RT) equipment, and in the central
office, referred to as central office terminal (COT) equipment. Depending on the study, a
mix of universal and integrated DLCs may be assumed.

co. Terminal Equipment: Unit investment for central office terminal equipment,
account 257C, is calculated on a per DSO unit basis in the Digital Loop Carrier
System worksheets. This unit investment is multiplied by the quantity of DSOs
consumed for the loop service, and then multiplied by a percent occurrence,
which represents the percentage of loops that are assumed to be using DLC. The
resulting Investment per Loop is multiplied by the annual cost factor and divided
by 12 to calculate the monthly cost.

Remote Terminal Equipment: Unit investment for remote terminal equipment,
account 257C, is calculated on a per DSO unit basis in the Digital Loop Carrier
System worksheets. This unit investment is multiplied by the quantity of DSOs
consumed for the loop service, and then multiplied by a percent occurrence,
which represents the percentage of loops that are assumed to be using DLC. The
resulting Investment per loop is multiplied by the annual cost factor and divided
by 12 to calculate the monthly cost.

Power Equipment: Investment per loop for power, account 257C, is determined
through the use of a power equipment factor. The factor is multiplied by the sum
of account 257C equipment Investments per Loop identified in the previously
described DLC equipment categories. The resulting investment per loop is
multiplied by the annual cost factor for equipment and divided by 12 to calculate
the monthly cost.

Building: Investment per loop for building equipment, account lOC, is determined
through the use of a building factor. The factor is multiplied by the sum of
account 257C equipment Investments per Loop identified in the previously
described DLC equipment categories. The resulting investment per loop is
multiplied by the annual cost factor and divided by 12 to calculate the monthly
cost.

Land: Investment per loop for land, account 11C, is determined through the use
of a land factor. The factor is multiplied by the sum of account 257C equipment
Investments per loop identified in the previously described DLC equipment
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categories. The resulting investment per loop is multiplied by the annual cost
factor and divided by 12 to calculate the monthly cost.

Fiber Cable: Unit investments for underground and buried fiber cable, accounts 85C and
845C, respectively, are calculated on a fiber-foot unit basis in the Fiber Unit Investment
worksheet. This unit investment is multiplied by the quantity consumed and then
multiplied by the percent occurrence, which represents a ratio of the amount of fiber to
the total cable for the loop feeder. The resulting Investment per Loop is multiplied by the
annual cost factor and divided by 12 to calculate the monthly cost.

Poles and Conduit: Same as previously mentioned above.

Figure 11 - Feeder - Expanded Summary
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3.2.7 Main Distribution Frame - Expanded Summary

Frame Stringer connects outside plant cables to the Main Distribution Frame. It includes
a protector unit, protector block, riser cable and the labor cost to place the equipment.
This equipment protects personnel and sensitive electronic equipment from external
electrical power.

Copper Cable Termination: Unit investment for the frame associated copper cable,
account 377C, is calculated on a per pair unit basis in the Frame Stringer (MDF) Copper
worksheet of the cost tool. This unit investment is multiplied by the quantity consumed,
then multiplied by the percent occurrence, which represents the percentage of non-DLC
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loops. The resulting Investment per Loop is multiplied by the annual cost factor and
divided by 12 to calculate the monthly cost.

OLC Termination: Unit investment for frame related OLC terminations, account 377C,
is calculated on a per OSO (channel) basis in the Frame Stringer (MOF) OLC worksheet
of the cost tool. This unit investment is multiplied by the quantity consumed for the loop
and then multiplied by a percent occurrence, which represents the percentage of lines
requiring a central office terminal termination. The resulting Investment per Loop is
multiplied by the annual cost factor and divided by 12 to calculate the monthly cost.

Building Equipment: Same as previously mentioned above.

Land: Same as previously mentioned above.

Figure 12 - Main Distribution Frame - Expanded Summary
E ....d S1lllnarJ"....

_1IlO1
lboit _at. x.....u-.t. eo.t. MDatJo1J'

LOCJII~..t kc't; V-.it;. h~.t. o....-.t.:L't.r - ...,~ W.ctor co-t
M.a:ia lti.trihvtioa I'r_

Copper cu1. T_rmi-.'tioD 31'IC 'air $U.DD" 1 n .•" $U."•• D.2515 $•. Zi1.
DLC T.nd.....t.io.. n'IC :'ur $4.UU 1 Z4."q, $'."" '.2515 $' .•Z2Z
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4.0 Detailed Description of SLCS Methodology

Section 4 describes in greater detail the calculations that are used in the unit investment
worksheets. Many of the calculations performed by the unit investment worksheets
utilize data from the sample and input worksheets as diagramed in Figure 1.

4.1 Premises Termination Investment Worksheets

For Premises Termination - Residence, the unit investment is calculated as follows: the
unit cost (from broadgauge) is multiplied by the quantity, divided by the capacity, and
then divided by the fill factor to arrive at a unit investment.

The residential premises termination fill factor is determined by obtaining the number of
working telephone lines per residence from company billing databases. This number
divided by the premises termination capacity comprises the residential premises
termination fill factor.
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Figure 13 - Premises Termination - Residential

Premises Ter.mination - Residential

Singl. liM AOIiai (Six P.i, S.,lIio.....i'.)

Version 1.0

Unit FI Unit

kom Aoo't Units Cost QlI ~1Oit1 Factor lrlYostrMnl

S.'Yio.....i.. (Aeri.1 C.ble - Copp.') 622C Foot $0,4000 lS4 6 18,45X $70,OSS4

....if. AppOl.tus / ....ir. P,ot.otor 622C Unit $55.0000 1 6 18,45x $4S,6838

Total $nS,7832

Single line- SUftfod (Fitn Piir Sforllic. Wire-)

Unit FI Unit
k.m Ace'l Units eosl Qlt ~ocillI Factor lrlYostrMnl

Trenching by Contractor 645C Fo.t $0,5000 lS4 5 22,14X $87,6242
S.'Yio.....i.. (Buri.d Cabl. - Copper) 645C FeoE't $0,2500 lS4 5 22,14X $43.8121

'Wir. Apparatus I 'w''''. Protector 645C Unit $55,0000 1 6 18,45X $4S,6838
Totol $181.1201

For Premises Tennination - Business, the unit investment calculation is computed in a
similar manner to the residential premises tennination, but also recognizes the weighting
of the different NID or building entrance tenninal (BET) capacities that are in service.

These weightings are detennined from data obtained from company billing databases.
The number of working telephone lines at each business location is acquired from the
billing data. An optimally sized BET is assumed for each location. The individual line
count, and proportionate weighting with relation to the total working line count, of all of
the BETs, of all sizes, is detennined by the study area.

The business premises tennination fill factor is detennined by dividing the number of
working lines in the zone by the number of available lines.
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Figure 14 - Premises Termination - Business

Prellises TeDliaat10Jl - B_i.e••

Mutt' L Bullfod [Fi P - s.Mc 'Wi ), .,.. .... .. ...
Unit Poir FI Linn -- Unit..... Ace' 1nU Cost lltt c.o-. Foetor ...- oIToclll ....-

TItf'lCtWlg tit Conr:r.aetOt 6<5C F.., $0.5000 194 5 40.82>< 4!5.$-4x $21.6907

_1I•• (BurIodC_·Coppo<j 6<5C F.., $O~ ... 5 40.82X 45.$4x $10.8454

'WWt AppM.atus' ....... PTot~Of (&pi c.Ip.eiC,) 6<5C Unit OOסס.<$51 1. 6 34.02:< SJi.OOO 45.64y. $122Sn
v... Appar.atus llJ.... Prot",OI' (~o.flP*,) 12C lJM OOסס.$950 1. 25 46._ 608,000 29.64>; 130m

V." Appar.atus ~ IJir. Prot4'Ctor (!5Opf c.d,) 12C lJM OOסס.$200 1. 50 68.= 00.000 !5.St-: $0.3207

....... ,!\pp.,«us ''Wir. Prot.ctOf (1OOpf ~-,) 12C lJM ooסס.$300 1 100 68.08y. 128.000 B.24}; $02150

'Wit. Appar.-us '\lir. Protf-CIOf (2OOpr c.ap.acil:,) 12C lJM OOסס.'"13 1 200 68.84x 73,000 US"/. $0.0879

'!Jr. AppM'fItUS' "Jirt ProtteCOf [3OOpr C.fIP.-cil:,) 12C Unit OOסס.$413 1 300 8'-"" 40,000 t95>: n032S

\ii'. Appar.rus' "if. Prot~or 1400pJ cap.-cit,l 12C lJM $47S.0000 , 400 85.6Sl< 34.000 166x $00232

'WI'. App.-il:US I 'WiftPrOlt¢tOl' (6IXlpI'~Il 12C lJM ooסס.$678 1 600 82.16x 53,000 2.SS"/. $0.0355

'wow. AppMatus I \lif. ProtltCt:or (9ClOpI c~.ciI:,l 12C Unit ooסס.$877 1 SOO 80.3:1>< 66,000 322"/. $o.om

To<~ ~0!l1.000 $4$.4660

.,.. , .. ""'. .
Unit Poir FI Linos -- ......... Ace' 1nU . Cost lltt ~ F_ ...- ofToe:-II -s.t"lJicfo'Wir.(A...i~C*,,·Copp«J 622C F... - $0.4000 194 6 34= 45.64>: $17.3!m

\II.... AppMMUS 1'W... Prot.ctOf (Gpr C-IP~!1Il 622C lJM OOסס.$515 1. 6 34.02>< 936,000 45.&4>; $122977

\Jr. App• .atus' Vir. Prot.ctOf (25pr c~d,l 1.2C lJM OOסס.$150 1. 25 46._ 608,000 29.64x 138m

¥ •• App• .ttus' Vir. Prot4'CCOf (!5Opf c~.aciI:,) 12C lJM OOסס.$200 1 50 6aT'" 1.tl.OOO 5.51Y. $0.3207

'W•• AppMMus ~ \lir. Prot:f'CtOf (D:lpI C4P~itJ) 12C lJM OOסס.$300 1 100 68.08Y. 128.000 6.Z4:X $02750
'Wif. App.¥.atus' Vir. Prot:HltOf (2OOpr c-APd,J 12C lJM S:3W.OOOO 1 200 £I.IMYo 73.000 3.~/. $0.0819

¥ir. AppMMus' Vif. ProtlfCtOl (3OOpr c.ap.acit,) 12C lJM OOסס.$413 1 300 8t5!Y. "'.000 tgei:x $0.0:I211
\/•• App.wMUS' ¥ire Prot~OIf400pr o.ap.acit,) 12C Unit OOסס.$479

, 400 85#-< 34.000 tSS:x $0.0232
\/ir. App.w MUS I \/if. Protf'C'tOl(6OOpf c.ap.-cit,l 12C lJM OOסס.$678 1 600 8~16Y. 53.000 l.Stx $O.035li
'Wir. App.alatus I 'Wife Prot.ctOl (9IX\pf c"P~iCy) 12C lJM ooסס.$871 1 900 8O.33Y. 66,000 322"/0 $0.0391

Tot... ~0!l1.000 $34.2808

Building Entr.anc.F.cilit

Unit Poir FI Por.... ......... Ace' 1nU Cost CI<1 c.o-. F_ 01 Tot" -BuildtnglJir.(~c~_t) 12C F... OOסס.$3 " 25 46._ 29.64"/0 $0.763<

Bui6dtng Vir. (5Opr c.apaoit,) 12C FOOl $2.9000 " 50 6aT'" 5.!51"/. $0.0465
Bui6dingVir_(IJOpfc.ap.cit,) 12C FOOl $3.5000 " 100 68_ 6.l4"/. $0.0:121
8IJiIding 'Vir_ {lOOp! c~.acil:'J 12C FOOl OOסס.$4 " 200 68.84Yo 3.56x $0.01:13

9Jilding ¥ir. {3OOpf c.ap.-cit,l 12C FOOl $4.500] " 300 8'-"" lSS:X $0.003$
8uiIding W'ir. (400pf c.ap.-cilyl 12C FOOl OOסס.$5 " 400 85.6Sl< l66x $0.0024

BuikIng 'w'ir. (6OOpf c.p.-cillll 12C FOOl ooסס.$1 " 600 82.16Y. Z.58:X $O.OIl37
IBuilding 'w'ir. (9OOpr c.ap.-cic!l) 12C F.., OOסס."$ " SOO 90.33''/0 3.22:x $O.llO45
Tot.! $08687

The ratio of residential lines or business lines to the total number of lines detennines the
percent residential premises tennination, and the percent business premises tennination
weightings, respectively.

4.2 Copper Cable Unit Investment Worksheets

The cable unit investment calculations develop the average unit investments for feeder
and distribution (average unit investments table, average costs per pair foot column).
These costs are developed separately for feeder and distribution since feeder cables tend
to be larger, less expensive on a per unit basis, and serve more lines than distribution
cables. The average cost per pair foot is calculated in a three-step process described
below (Figure 15):

Feeder Cable Table:
The installed cost per foot is computed by adding the cable cost per foot from
broadgauge to the contractor installation cost per foot. This amount is then
divided by the appropriate cable size, resulting in the installed cost per pair foot.
Next, the sheath feet in service is multiplied by a predetennined percentage to
allocate cable inventory to feeder cable. This predetermined percentage is based
on the characteristics of the typical design of outside plant. This results in feeder
sheath feet which is then multiplied by the cable size (pairs) to compute feeder
pair feet in service. Each cable size is then weighted according to feeder pair feet
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in service and multiplied by the installed cost per pair foot, resulting in a weighted
installed cost per pair foot.

Distribution Cable Table:
The installed cost per foot is computed by adding the cable cost per foot from
broadgauge to the contract installation cost per foot. This amount is then divided
by the appropriate cable size, resulting in the installed cost per pair foot. Next,
the sheath feet in service is multiplied by a predetermined percentage to allocate
cable inventory to distribution cable. This predetermined percentage is based on
the characteristics of the typical design of outside plant. This results in
distribution sheath feet, which is then multiplied by the cable size (pairs) to
compute distribution pair feet in service. Each cable size is then weighted
according to distribution pair feet in service and multiplied by the installed cost
per pair foot, resulting in a weighted installed cost per pair foot.

Figure 15 - Feed and Distribution Cable Investment
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Average Unit Investments (Average Unit Investment Table):
The average unit investments for Feeder and Distribution cables, last column, are
obtained by dividing the Installed Cost per Pair Foot just calculated for Feeder
and Distribution Cable by the percent utilization (fill factor).
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Feeder and Distribution Fill Factors
A mechanized data extraction program, called wcstats, is used to determine the
feeder and distribution fill factors. The program runs daily on the company Loop
Engineering Information System (LEIS) server. Each day, wcstats scans the data
from several wire centers within the LEIS system, and determines the number of
working lines and the number of available lines extending from each wire center,
in both the feeder and the distribution. Over the course of a month, all of the wire
centers in the state are analyzed, and their data stored in the wcstats table. This
information is used to determine the feeder and distribution fill factors, by zone.
Feeder and distribution fill factors are included in the user input worksheet.

4.2.1 Copper Distribution Lengths Worksheet

After the lengths by gauge are determined for copper distribution, the distribution cable
mix is applied. The total feet for aerial, buried and underground is brought forward and
applied to the calculations computed on the distribution cable - Expanded Summary
worksheet.

Figure 16 - Copper Distribution Lengths

Copper DistributionLengths by Cable Type

TOlal A..ial BuMd UndMGround
Gauge S_pIeF..l CIbleMix TotalF..l Cable Mil Total Feet Gable Mil Total Feet

21.93x 48.81X 31.48X

19 2 0 1 1
22 15 3 7 5
24 27 8 13 8
26 1.372 301 639 432

4.2.2 Sample Summary

The sample summary provides a representation of the cable gauging that an average
subscriber loop in an area would contain. Assuming a forward-looking design, most
loops over a certain length would contain a digital loop carrier system and fiber.

The actual lengths of subscriber loops in a study area are obtained by extracting data
samples from the company engineering database called LEIS. The samples contain the
actual lengths of the feeder and distribution portions of these subscriber loops. The
samples are processed so that the feeder portion of the samples is separated into loops
that are copper-only and loops that are fiber. This is done by imposing the copper-fiber
crossover point onto the samples. When loop lengths are less than this crossover point,
copper feeder is placed; when loop lengths are greater or equal to this distance, it is more
economical to place fiber feeder.

The samples are then processed within SLCS. Electrical resistance formulas are used to
determine the gauge of wire that should be used for each loop based on its corresponding
length. The result is an average loop comprised of an mix of copper gauges that provide
the specified resistance for the loop of average length.
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Averaging the loop sample lengths for the loops with lengths less than the copper-fiber
crossover point provides the copper feeder lengths. The length for Fiber Feeder is
determined by averaging the feeder lengths for each assumed fiber loop in the sample.

Figure 17 - Sample Summary

S~le Smrnary

Th~ following numb~rs ar~ bas~d on a F~~d~r Copp~r·Fib~r Crosso...~r point of: xxxxxx

Total Sampl~ F~~t

Transmission
M~dium Copp~r F~~d.r Fi~rF••lMr Copp.r Distribution Cop~r F..d~Stub

19 gaug. 0 2
22 gaug. 0 15

24 gaug. 43 . 27 848

26 gaug~ 5,702 1,372

Fib.r Siz~ 48 15,452

4.2.3 Copper Cable Mix Worksheet

The cable mix represents the percentages of aerial, buried and underground cable that are
in an "average" loop identified for both the feeder and the distribution. Using the total
feeder pair feet for aerial, buried and underground, the three cable types are weighted
against their sum to produce a feeder weighting for aerial, buried and underground. This
is carried forward to the Copper Feeder Lengths worksheet. Using the total distribution
pair feet for aerial, buried and underground, the three cable types are weighted against
their sum to produce a distribution weighting for aerial, buried and underground. This is
carried forward to the Copper Distribution Lengths worksheet.

Figure 18 - Copper Cable Mix

Copper Cable Xix

FHdor ... k. F-.d......ob.p.. _ Oistributionp,airft Ois'\o/'.booairl'"

A.ri<il 3.339.255.700 2.S0"/. 13.916.381.450 2l93x
Burwd 14.352.245,200 12.4SX 29.579.lS3.425 4ur/.
Und.rground 97.306.498.900 84.S;2-/o lS.961.494.925 31.46r.

FHd"P.itFt. 26G..... 24 a._ 22G..... ISa._ Toto!

Mri.1 1,905.486.S00 1.108.981.900 304.082.200 20.124.800 3,339,2li5.7oo
Buri.d 5.4OS.424.800 8.553.881.600 2.244.723.900 144.234,900 14.352,245.200

Un<loror"""" 45.840.783.200 34.362.542.500 16.980.387.800 322.785.600 97,306.498.900

Distribution P.., Fl 26G-. 24 a..... 22G..... 19GouOO Totol

•
Al'fiil 7.451.816.200 4.350.210.350 1,733.660.800 380.994.300 13.'16.38l480
BlJ'ifd S.796.625.400 11.154.649.080 7.6OS.91S.978 2.018.000.000 29.879.193.425
Unc»rground 4.774.979.275 6.488.818.600 8.202.894.978 828.402.078 19,961.494.925

4.2.4 Annual Cost Factors Worksheet

The Annual Cost Factor consists of the Capital Cost Factor plus the Operating Expense
Factor plus Commission Assessment Factor (if applicable). The Capital Cost Factor is
the sum of the cost factors for depreciation, cost of money and income tax, followed by
the application of the appropriate capital cost inflation factor. The Operating Expense
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Factor is the sum of the cost factors for maintenance, support assets and miscellaneous
taxes, followed by the application of the appropriate operating expense inflation factor.
Many jurisdictions directly charge consumers for the cost of regulation. This assessment
is typically an additional fee on each dollar spent by a customer for services. In those
states where a fee is charged to consumers, a commission assessment factor is computed.

Figure 19 - Annual Cost Factors
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4.3 Feeder Distribution Interface Investment Worksheet

Total feeder distribution interface (FDI) cost is derived by multiplying the number of
FDls in service by the cost per FDI size. FDI connection capacity is obtained by
multiplying the FDI size by the FDls in service. Total FDI cost is then divided by the
FDI connection capacity and multiplied by the weighting of this capacity to the total
capacity to arrive at a weighted cost per connection.

The total investment per connection is determined by summing the weighted cost per
connection in the last column for each FDI size.
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The resulting total investment with utilization is simply the total investment divided by
the percent utilization or fill factor.

Figure 20 - Feeder Distribution Interface

Feeder Dilltril:lution Inter face

BrolldGlLug. FDls FC4 'w'tight~

FDISizt CostPtr in TOlal Conntction Ptrcfnt CoSIPtr

(Conn.clions) FDlSiz. SfrYic. FDlCoSl Capaciq ofTOlal COnnfction

200 $1.000.0000 803 $803,000.0000 160,600 0.47x $0.0235

600 $2,000.0000 4,465 $8,930,000.0000 2,679,000 7.87x $0.2623

900 $3,000.0000 3,055 $9,165,000.0000 2,749,500 8.07x $0.2690

1.200 $4,000.0000 2,735 $10,940,000.0000 3,282,000 9.64X $0.3213

1,800 $5,000.0000 3,820 $19,100,000.0000 6,876,000 2O.19x $0.5608
2,700 $7,000.0000 3,817 $26,719,000.0000 10,305,900 30.26:Y. $0.7845
3,600 $9,000.0000 1.695 $15,255,000.0000 6.102,000 17.92X $0.4480
4,800 $12,000.0000 396 $4,752,000.0000 1.900,800 5.58"/0 $0.1395

Totallnv.stm.nt $95,664,000.0000 34,055,800 lOO.oox $2.8089
P.rc.nt Utilization 49.15X
Totallnv.stm.nt with Utilizlltion $5.7150

4.3.1 Copper Feeder Lengths Worksheet

After the lengths by gauge are determined for copper cable (using the sample), the feeder
cable mix is applied. The total feet for aerial, buried and underground is brought forward
and applied to the calculations computed on the Feeder Cable - Expanded Summary
worksheet.

Figure 21 - Copper Feeder Lengths

Copper Feeder Lenqths by Cabl. Typt

Total AHia/ Burifd UnlltrGround

Gaug. SampltFHt Cabl. Mix TOla/Ft.t Cabl.Mix Total Fffl CabltMiR TOlilFffl
2.90x 12.48x 84.62x

19 0 0 0 0
22 0 0 0 0
24 43 1 5 37
26 5,702 165 712 4,825

4.4 Feeder Stub Unit Investment Worksheet

The Feeder Stub (FS) is a copper cable that originates at the Digital Loop Carrier remote
terminal or cabinet and terminates on the feeder side of a Feeder Distribution Interface
(FDI). This cable is the transmission pathway for the derived pairs from the DLC. The
Feeder Stub is not utilized 100% of the time; there are instances when the FDI is located
in the DLC remote terminal.

To calculate the unit investment per foot per pair, unit cost per foot per pair for the
average 26 gauge copper cable (account 45C) placed is divided by the fill factor.
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Figure 22 - Feeder Stub

Feeder Stub

Version 1.0

Fill Unit

Item Acc'! Units Unit Cost Factor Investment

BuriE'd CablE' - Copper 45C Feet $0.0212 50.00X $0.0424

4.5 Digital Loop Carrier Worksheet (Remote Terminal- Central Office Terminal)

The DLC section reflects the use of Litespan-2000 from Alcatel as the digital loop
carrier. The Litespan-2000 system has become the company standard.

The remote tenninal configuration represented is a modified 2016.9 configuration. The
modification entails substituting all digital subscriber line (DSL) related components (e.g.
line cards) with POTS-only components. For remote terminals (RTs), cabinet costs are
used rather than CEV or hut costs.

This methodology presents the most conservative (lowest) cost per user for a DLC
system and is not representative of actual SBC deployment.

To compute the total remote terminal investment, a three-step process is employed:

Step 1 - Total Investment with Utilization per DSO
Equipment costs for the Litespan-2000 - 2016.9 Configuration includes such
items as the cabinet, power, cooling and protection equipment, as well as common
cards and panels.

The required quantity of each equipment item is multiplied by the material unit
price to compute Total Material Price. The EF&I (Engineered, Furnished, and
Installed) Loading Factor is then applied to the Total Material Price to compute
the Total Investment. Dividing this total by the System DSO capacity produces
the Average Unit Investment per DSO. This result is then divided by the percent
utilization (fill factor) to compute Total Investment with Utilization per DSO. See
Figure 23.
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Figure 23 - Total Investment with Utilization per DSO (Step 1)

Version 1.0

DLC - UIIOT'I: TZma1O.L COlOlDN - Li~..... LS2.,. - Z11' , eoaf'1gtlrat.1.oa'_.....LS2000 lSC-201S C..on.t.E~ 9 CBAJV.~ 9 CBA. 3 PDFA. MS2:
LS2'OOOGf'4:tingSt¥tM Paokagt'.RT.Fibfof FI'd., {TCP3}

LS2OOOI2012RT. CNnnoI S.... Comma> Plug PocI.ogo
TimIt Stol: Inltrch.lngfor V.•
S~IB¥t...Ws
POWt'Pfodfostolll

COl"IQfl't.P.ct

Tot",Irw.s:tmpot

~stiHTlDSO Cap.llOit!
AWl. Uni4: nvutmHlC

Pl'fc.nl: lItiizMion
Tat'" ...,.st.... wit.. UliIizatioil .... DS8

$66.332.!l2OO

".316.5900
$524.1400

Sl158.5400

$2.972.0000

$1.613.0000
*54~.8400

T...,

..........
$66,332.!l2OO

$$.31$.5900

$4,193.1200

$9,2$8.3200
$17,832.0000

$\6730000
$54!5.8400

3.26
L07

LO'
LO'
3.26

3.26
3.26

T...,-$216,244.0152
*,,158.7513

.'.486.6384
U.911.m4

....132.3200
$5.4519800
$\119.4384

$302.712.2457
2.01$

11150.1841
82.00"

1242.2332

Step 2 - Total RT channel investment with utilization
The type of loop being studied determines the channel equipment costs that are
used to compute RT Channel Investment. Channels per unit and channel DSO
capacity will also vary between equipment items.

In order to compute total material price, channel unit quantity is multiplied by
material unit price. The EF&I loading factor is then applied to the total material
price to compute the total investment per channel unit and divided by channels
per unit to compute the average channel investment. This result is divided by the
percent utilization (fill factor) to compute total RT channel investment with
utilization. See Figure 24.

Figure 24 - Total RT Channel Units investment with Utilization (Step 2)
.LC - Lit-.paa LSZ'" - aT c.....l. V-.:it.

Chonnols a-n.l CNnnoI .....- T....

po< DSO ...... ...... ......... EF" Too"E..-..... UnO c.o.... Qu..... Prico ..... L_ -_ •. POTS (4) 4 1 I $"UlOO $'ni.91OO L07 $1882237

l.IrWt1's.al Feu Vn (2) 2 2 0 $416.1300 $0.0000 l07 $0.0000

tSON8Isic RM.w.rl~14} 4 3 0 $3028000 $0.0000 l01 $0.0000

ISONSri Pow< SUIJ9I!o ... 01• 0 $0.5300 $0.0000 lO1 $0.0000

As""'T'a............. !IJ 1 24 0 $66'-5900 $0.0000 l01 $0.0000

Tot.lrwutmtont p" Ch.-nMI Unit $1882237

Ch.-nMts p" Unil 4
Awr<lgf' Ch..-.ntollnws1:mtont $".OM!
Ptrcff'lt Utiilation 62._
Tot... RT e ..............st..... wit.. UtiliaMiolli $ni._

Step 3 - Total remote terminal investment
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Total RT common investment per DSO (step 1) is multiplied by total number of
DSOs consumed per channel to compute total RT common investment per
channel. This result is then added to the total RT channel investment (step 2) with
utilization resulting in total remote terminal investment (step 3). The result is
brought forward and applied to the calculations computed on the DLC 
Expanded Summary worksheet. See Figure 25.

Figure 25 - Total Remote Terminal investment (Step 3)

local RTc~ ....st-...t pH DSO $242.2332

Tot~Nl.mbtt' of OSOs Conswntd potf ChM'lMl ,
Tat" RT Convnon rw.sttMnt p« ChM'IMf $242.2332

Toc. RT ChAMl'l rw.strMnt with UhMnc:ton $7li.8S6S
Tot... R••ot. T............s~ $3111.12S8

The computation for total central office terminal investment uses this same process.

4.6 Fiber Cable Unit Investment Worksheet

To compute the unit investment for underground and buried fiber cable, accounts 85C
and 845C, respectively, the first step is to compute the Total Fiber Cost per Foot for each
type of cable. Total Fiber Cost per Foot is the sum of Fiber Cost per Foot, Innerduct Cost
per Foot and Contractor Cost per Foot.

Total Fiber Cost per Foot is then divided by the number of fibers per cable, which results
in the Total Cost per Fiber Foot. This quotient is then multiplied by the number of Fibers
per System to arrive at the Total Fiber Cable Cost per System Foot. Total Fiber Cable
Cost per System Foot is subsequently divided by DSO Capacity per DLC System,
resulting in Cost per DSO System Foot. This result is multiplied by the Number of DSOs
Utilized and divided by the fill factor to compute the Total Investment per Circuit Foot
(unit investment). Results for underground and buried fiber cable are brought forward
and applied to the calculations on the Fiber Cable - Expanded Summary.

Figure 26 - Fiber Unit Investments

FilH!or Unit l.v.st......11
Fib., Cost IWf Foot

Fibtf Innorduct ContJoclor TalilFibtf

Cos' e- Cost Cost
Acc't P.,F~ P.rFt. P.,F~ P.,Ft.
85C $6.9800 $0.3000 $2.5000 $9.7800

845C $13.0000 $0.3000 $t8500 $15.1500
822C $8.0000 $0.3000 $0.8000 $9.1000

Fibor Cost~ OLC Syst.."

TOIoI TOIII DSO Cost Talol
Fibtf !'hr. Totll Fibtf. Fibtf Cobl. ClIlloitJ P., _01 TOIII
e- POI" eo.tPOl" POI" Cosl POI" P., OSO 0S0s F. COS,P..

Ace' P .. F~ CobI. FiWrFt. Sat..., Sut...,F~ DLCSut..., s......,Ft. lMzod Factor Ckt.Ft.
8SC $9.7800 48 $02038 4 $0.8152 2.016 $0.00040 1 62.Olr/. $0.00065

845C $15.1500 48 $0.3156 4 $12624 2.016 $0.00063 1 62.00y. $0.00102
822C $9.1000 48 $0.1896 4 $0.7584 2.016 $0.00038 1 62.00y. $0.00061

4.6.1 Fiber Feeder Length Worksheet

After the average fiber feeder length is determined in the sample summary, the cable mix
for buried and underground fiber is applied. The cable mix is the percentage of buried
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and underground fiber cable to total fiber feeder cable. The cable mix is obtained from
company records. The total feet for buried and underground fiber is brought forward and
applied to the calculations computed on the Fiber Feeder - Expanded Summary.

Figure 27 - Fiber Feeder Length

Fiber Feeder Lenqtlls by Cablo Typo

Cablo Total Aorial Bur;.d Undmiround

Sizo SamploFHt CabloMix U Totol Foot CobloMix U TotolF..t Ca~MiI I TotolFHt
5.00X g 2O.00"/. II 75.oox •

48 15,452 I 773 I 3.090 I 11,589

4.7 Frame Stringer (Copper/DLC) - Main Distribution Frame Investment Worksheets

The Material Unit Investment and Engineered & Installed cost is brought forward from
the Yearly Inputs. These values are multiplied by the quantity and summed to develop
the subtotal of Unit Investment. A separate subtotal for the equipment requiring
utilization is developed, and the appropriate utilization (fill) is then applied. All subtotals
are added together to develop the Total Unit Investment. These results are carried
forward to the Frame Stringer - Expanded Summary Unit Investment column.

Figure 28 - Copper Frame Stringer

Frame Stringer

Main Distribution Fr~e (Copper Feeder)

Total

lXIil Unit
Equipmont Itom Units Q~ntily Inyostmonl Irwostmont

Tt>rmination:

Prott>clor Unit - Ont> t>ach por Pair" Pair 1 $2.0000 $2.0000
Prott>ctor Blocle. pt>r Pair Pair 1 $3.6000 $3.6000
Risor Cabl. pt>r Pair Pair 1 $2.7000 $2.7000

Labor for Placing Prot. Blocle. and Rist>r Por Pair Hours ,01 $69.0000 $0.6900
Labor for Splicing Rist>r Cablo Pt>r Pair Hours .04 $89.0000 $2,7800
Framt> \Norle. and Lighting Pt>r Pair Pair 1 $1.3000 $1.3000
Sub-Total (roquirt>s utilization) $11.0500
Forward Loole.ing Utilization 65.00x
Sub·Total (with utilization) $17.0000
Sub-Total (no utilization ••) $2.0000
Totallnyt>stmont $19.0000
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Figure 29 . DLC Frame Stringer

Frame Stringer

Main Distribution Frame (Digital Loop Carrier - Derived Pair Configuration)

Version l.0

Total

Unit Unit

Equipment Item Units Quantity Investment Investment

Termination:

Connector Block - per Pair Pair 1 $0.5000 $0.5000
Labor for Placing Conn. Block Per Pair Hours .01 $69.0000 $0.6900
Frame \York and Lighting Per Pair Pair 1 $1.3000 $1.3000
Sub-Total $2.4900

Forward Looking Utilization 62.00:-.
Total Investment $4.0161
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Appendix A

Version 1.0

Annual Cost Factors

SBC applies factors to calculate expenses for a service. These factors are a ratio of current
expense to current investment. When this ratio is multiplied by the current investment in the cost
study, the result is the current expense associated with the investment. SBC's use of factors
makes the cost study flow easier to understand and audit.

SBC develops the following types of fact9rs:

Investment Factors calculate the capitalized expense SBC incurs when equipment is
installed. Sales tax, engineering, and plant labor are expenses which must be treated as
capital (i.e. investment). These factors determine the amount in addition to the purchase
price of the equipment (may include vendor engineering and labor), to treat as
investment.

Investment Recovery Factors (depreciation, cost ofmoney and income tax) identify the
costs of purchasing equipment. Depreciation is the annual expense of recovering capital
invested in telephone plant over the service life of the plant. When any company places
equipment, it incurs a cost for the interest and dividends it must pay for the use of the
money that bought the equipment. Because this cost of money is earnings, income tax
must be paid on those earnings.

Operating Expense Factors calculate the yearly operating cost associated with
equipment. Maintenance and support assets are examples of this type of cost.

Factors are relationships between expense and investment. Expenses are current, but
investments have been placed at different points in time. SBC applies a Current Cost to
Book Cost ratio (CCIBC) when it develops factors to ensure that current expense is
compared to current investment. Applying a CCIBC factor ensures that the cost factors
develop the proper relationships.

Inflation Factors are used to identify changes in costs that will occur during the study
period. Inflation factors for equipment are based on the Telephone Plant Index (TPI),
while inflation factors for labor expense are based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI).
SBC uses the TPI or CPI, as appropriate, to assure that its costs reflect the best forecast of
future cost changes in each particular case.

SBC's factor method is a sound means to project future expenses from current financial
data. They identify the capital costs incurred when equipment is placed-cost of money,
depreciation and income tax. They also identify operating expenses that will be incurred
when equipment is placed. For these reasons, SBC's factor process is fundamentally
sound, easy to audit, and an easy-to-understand method for identifying costs.
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